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GLI CKMAN BUI LDI NG A LEGACY FOR CONSUMERS AND FARMERS W TH 1997
ACCOWPL| SHVENTS

WASHI NGTON, Dec. 19, 1997--Agriculture Secretary Dan dickman today
revisited the many acconplishnments of the U S. Departnment of Agriculture
(USDA) during 1997.

Looki ng back on a busy year, Agriculture Secretary dicknman recounted
the Departnent's acconplishnents, specifically advancing the war on hunger,
taki ng Arerica's conservation efforts to new levels, working to nodernize
and i nprove food safety, and creating a new day for civil rights at USDA.

Secretary dicknan said, "The public often perceives USDA as an agency
that only serves a small nunber of people working on Anerica's farns.
Production agriculture is and will always be the heart of what we do at
USDA, but what this Departnent has done during 1997 shows that the work we
do affects every American -- on and off the farm-- every day. | am proud
of the service that USDA has given our nation this year."

The m |l estones for the past year include:
-increasing production, trade, and opportunities for famly farmers, USDA:

Efforts ensured that U S. agriculture exports naintained near record
levels of $57.4 billion, the second highest rate ever. New narkets
for U S. agriculture products were opened around the world, including
rice to Honduras, pork to Venezuela, grapes to China, and tonatoes to
Japan. |In addition, the export surplus remined a robust $21.6
billion.

Wrked with farmers to ensure strong harvests in 1997. The wheat crop
featured record yields in winter wheat, and was the |argest overall
wheat crop in the 1990s. The corn crop was the third | argest ever,
and soybean yields were at a record high.

Net farmincone renmains at near record |evels with cash receipts
totaling al nost $200 billion.
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Proposed the first federal regul ations governing national organic
agriculture standards. These rules strengthen one of the fastest
growi ng segrments of the agriculture econony. These standards wil |
greatly expand narket opportunities for Anerica's snall and
medi um si zed farmers.

Provi ded direct operating and farm ownership | oans totaling $233
mllion to 4,247 beginning farmers -- a 20 percent increase over FY
1996.

The Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) approved the expansion
of Crop Revenue Coverage (CRC), a privately devel oped revenue

i nsurance product, for corn, cotton, grain sorghumand wheat. CRCis
now avail abl e on al nost 90 percent of the corn, wheat, cotton
soybeans, and grain sorghumacres in the U S.

Responded to natural disasters, including blizzards, droughts,
floodi ng, and tornados, with energency relief and funding.

Hosted 10 farmers' markets with vendors from seven states at USDA in
Washington. Facilitated the establishnment of an additional 23 farners
markets' in coordination with the Departnent of Energy, the Departnent
of Labor, and the Department of Transportation.

-providing nore tools for the wise stewardship of the land -- making CRP
nore environnentally sensitive and sound, and ot her conservation
commi t nents, USDA

Enrolled nearly 17 nmillion acres of America's nost environnmental |y
sensitive lands for protection in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP).

Started the Conservati on Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to build
on CRP efforts and conbine themwith the goals and funding of state
governnents. The programwas first established in Maryland targeting
an additional 100,000 acres. Many additional states have applied to
participate in CREP

Accepted over 23,000 contracts, totaling $171 million, providing
cost -share assi stance for conservation enhancenents as part of the
Envi ronnental Quality Incentives Program

Announced the new National Conservation Buffer Initiative which wll
hel p | andowners install 2 mllion mles of conservation buffers by the
year 2002.

Sponsored the Lake Tahoe Summit, as part of President dinton's
comtnent to this national treasure. The Summit inproved

envi ronnental protection coordination between Federal, state, and
tribal agencies.
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-feeding nore children and famlies, through nmaking food recovery a nationa
priority, and strongly supporting the WC program USDA

Reached full funding for WC (Special Supplenental Nutrition Program
for Wonen, Infants and Children), assisting 7.5 mllion nothers and
their young children with healthy food and nutritional advice.

ot ai ned rebates for WC state agencies on infant fornula through
cooperative bidding permtting 1.6 mllion additional participants and
$1.2 billion in savings.

Hosted the first National Food Recovery and d eaning Sunmit to bring
toget her public interest groups, the private sector, farnmers and
others, to discus hunger and food recovery. Sunmit participants set a
national goal of increasing food recovery by 33 percent. As part of a
commitnent at the Summit, the National Restaurant Association created
a guide for food recovery which has been distributed to restaurants
nati onw de.

-setting a sweeping civil rights agenda for the Departnment, USDA

Restaffed the civil rights enforcenent unit and began work on the
backl og of discrimnation conplaints -- resolving 141 conpl ai nts,
including 11 maj or settlenents.

Initiated new forecl osure and | ending policies at USDA in an effort to
assure that no one will lose their farm because of discrimnation

Provided direct operating loans totaling $65 mllion to 1,927 socially
di sadvantaged farmers and direct farm ownership |oans totaling $15.5
mllion to 184 SDA farmers, exceeding the targeted all ocation Congress
set by 176 percent.

Increased the mnority representation on FSA state comittees by 10
percent over the past year -- 46 percent of the 222 FSA state
conmi ttee menbers are now wonmen and mnorities.

Establ i shed the O fice of Qutreach to coordi nate and provide
| eadership in delivering programs and services to USDA custoners,
particularly those groups who have been historically underserved.

Provided $4.5 mllion fromthe Fund for Rural America for outreach to
soci al | y di sadvant aged farners.

Created the Small Farmers Commi ssion to address the critical needs of
smal | and social ly di sadvant aged f ar mers.

Est abl i shed a new division of civil rights in the Ofice of the
Ceneral Counsel. This office is charged with providing | egal counse
and gui dance to the Departnent on civil rights issues.

-rai sing consuner confidence with proposed food safety |egislation that
woul d work fromfarmto table, USDA:
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Required all federally inspected nmeat and poultry processing plants to
i mpl enent the first two elements of the new Hazard Anal ysis and
Critical Control Point inspection systemto reduce human exposure to
meat and poul try-borne pat hogens.

Intensified research efforts into foodborne pathogens such as
sal nonel l a and E. coli

Devel oped new micro-organi sns that when added to feed for young
chickens prevents salnonella fromthriving. This technol ogy, called
"conpetitive exclusion" represents another inportant tool to assure a
safe food supply for U S. and export narkets.

Unvei l ed "Fight Bac," a new national food safety education canpai gn
devel oped and supported by a public-private partnership of industry,
gover nnent and consumer groups.

-creating jobs and economic revitalization in rural conmunities and nmaki ng a
downpaynent on an information superhighway for rural Anerica, USDA

Invested nore than $60 million in the nation's three rural Enpowernent
Zones and 33 rural Enterprise Communities (EZ EC), creating or saving
over 7,000 jobs. More than 700,000 rural citizens now receive
additional services in the EZ/ECs due to USDA | oans, grants and

progr amns.

Provided nmore than $2.6 billion in |l oans, |oan guarantees, or grants
in rural housing and issued rental assistance to 40,000 rural
| ow i ncone househol ds.

Fi nanced the start-up or expansion of 1,183 rural business or
cooperatives, creating or preserving nore than 53, 000 jobs.

Provided $1.3 billion in loans and grants for 1,125 rural water or
wast ewat er projects that serve 8.5 nillion people.

Loaned $380 mllion for 79 rural tel ecomunications projects providing
service to 211,000 rural househol ds and busi nesses. These
enhancenents are naki ng advanced tel econmmuni cati ons projects such as
the Internet available to nore rural famlies than ever before.

Provi ded al most $17 mllion in |loans and grants for distance |earning
and tel emedi ci ne projects, to expand educational and nedi ca
opportunities to Anerica's rural communities.

G ickman said, "Looking back on 1997, | am proud of the work we've
done. USDA has given the American people sone rather significant gifts --
safer food, a stronger anti-hunger effort, a sustainable path for
agriculture's future, and a core comitnment to civil rights ensuring dignity
for all of our custoners and enpl oyees. | amproud of the work of the
peopl e's departnent in 1997. And on behalf of the USDA famly, | want to
wi sh all of you and your famlies a joyous holiday season."
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